
centre, coffee shops, retail stores, and a 
communal hall in the centerpiece of the 
village � a historic salt building.

�When the athletes, workforce, guests and 
1500 volunteers arrive it will be three 
times the size of Fernie!� In the centre of 
downtown Vancouver. Incredible. 

One of Jill�s favourite things about 
working the Olympics is that she gets to 

work with and meet people from all over 
the world and whilst she might not get to 
see many events she will be going to the 
rehearsal of the opening ceremony. 

Paula Kent � The Healing Collective

It�s been Paula�s dream to go to the 
Olympics as long as she can remember. As 
soon as Vancouver was announced as the 
2010 winter venue Paula made a promise 

to herself that she�d be there and put in a 
call to a friend to reserve a spot on their 
couch in Whistler. 

�Applications for the Olympic volunteers 
opened on February 10, 2008 and 
following a phone interview and face-to-
face interview in Vancouver I �nally found 
out last July that I�d got a place.� 

Paula will be one of 12 volunteer 
massage therapists in Whistler and when 
you consider that there will only be 24 
massage therapists in total that�s a pretty 
impressive achievement. 

�It�s the �rst time that massage therapists 
will be part of the Olympic medical team 
and so we are making history in our own 
�eld.�

Work starts for Paula on the fourth of 
February through to the �rst of March 
and consists of fourteen 8-hour shifts. 

�I won�t know who I will be working on, 
but it will only be accessible to athletes, 
so I�ve been brushing up on my alpine 
Olympic competitors!�

Paula is most excited about meeting 
people from around the world and being 
in that atmosphere of sporting excellence. 
�It�s all about the people, that�s what my 
work with the TransRockies race showed 
me, and to be part of that is going to be 
awesome!�

Kirk Gutzman � Fernie Avalanche 
Dog Rescue Teams

Avalanche dog handler Kirk Gutzman 
and Lily have been invited to attend the 
Olympics as part of the search and rescue 
division of Security at the Olympics. 

�The call came through CARDA 
(Canadian Avalanche Rescue Dog 
Association) and they asked if we could 
help incase people got into trouble. There 
will be dog teams there throughout the 
Olympics and I go out on the seventh of 
February.�
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Kirk and Lily

Fernie at the Olympics


